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One of the joys of going away on holiday is the opportunity to see new 
things and to enlarge our horizons. Getting away from the ordinary and 
the usual allows us to do just that. Whether it be a day out, or a lengthy 
trip abroad we make the most of these excursions, enjoying the change 
of being in a different environment. 

I remember going on a number of school journeys (The Isle of Wight, 
Yorkshire and Devon) and seeing how the children revelled in their 
new surroundings was always a highlight. To see youngsters who had 
never been to the countryside visit a farm and get close to the animals, 
or be overwhelmed by the grandeur of Osborne House, or paddle in the 
sea which they had only ever seen on the television was great to wit-
ness. These new experiences opened the children’s eyes to a bigger 
world, with new horizons. 

We will all have favourite places that we have been to in the past, vis-
ited whilst on holiday or a day out. Places that have had a huge impact 
on us and which will always be special to us. Cathedrals that seem to 
stretch up to eternity itself or landscapes that speak of the creative 
power of God. 

Sometimes though it is hard to see the woods because of the trees! 
Sometimes although our eyes are open we do not see the bigger pic-
ture, the wider horizon because we do not allow ourselves to take that 
step back. Everyone needs a rest, a break, time out and time off. It is no 
accident that at the end of creating the world, God rested, establishing 
for us the pattern of work and rest which is so necessary and which we 
neglect at our peril. 

As we come to the summer period in our church year, let us take a step 
back to help us see again the bigger picture, for we can become so ab-
sorbed in what we do, that we lose that wider perspective. 

When we do look at the bigger picture, when we allow ourselves to see 
all that is before us we will like the Psalmist, find our praise to God 
ascending heavenwards as we give thanks for all that is around us. 

May you all find this summer a time of rest, reflection and re-creation. 

With love and God Bless,      � � � � � �
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On Sunday 22nd July we will gather together as a Circuit as we say, 
“Thank you”  and “Farewell”  to Malcolm and Jill Groom. This service 
will take place at Farnham Methodist Church at 6:30pm. There will be 
a high tea before the service at 4:30pm to which everyone is welcome. 
This will give people the opportunity to chat informally with Malcolm 
and Jill prior to the service. Malcolm and Jill will have been with us 
here in our Circuit for 8 years and this service gives us the opportunity 
to thank God for their ministry amongst us and to pray for them both as 
they prepare to move on. Malcolm is going to be the Superintendent 
Minister of the Gosport and Fareham Circuit in the Southampton Dis-
trict. We assure Malcolm, Jill and all the family of our prayers, love 
and best wishes at this time of transition. Thank you and God speed! 

�
� � �� � � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � 
 � 
 �
A reminder that the welcome service for our Probationer Minister, 
Revd Vida Foday will be on Monday 1st September, 7:45pm at Farn-
ham Methodist Church. We remember Vida and all her family as she 
and Maota prepare to move into 45 Broomleaf Road during the sum-
mer. Vida is very excited about taking up her first appointment with us 
and is looking forward to meeting and getting to know us all in the 
coming months. We look forward to welcoming Vida and Maota and 
pray that they will soon feel very much at home among us. 

�
� � 
 �� � � �� � � � � � � 
 � � �
On Sunday 6th July we will be having our annual ecumenical Praise in 
the Park service and celebration in the Public Gardens. (By the band-
stand) For those who wish to meet together for a picnic, we are sug-
gesting meeting up at 4:00pm, with the service itself starting at 
5:00pm. Members from the various churches will be introducing the 
hymns they have chosen and saying why they are important to them. 
We are delighted that the music will once again be provided by the Sal-
vation Army. All welcome, see you there! 
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We remember Margaret Wye in our prayers following the recent 
death of her sister, Lillian.  

We remember Mark Powell at this time, now at home recovering from 
a recent operation in London. 

We assure Br ian and Audrey Stubbs of our prayers, love and 
thoughts. 

We remember June and Ted Atkins as they move into their new flat – 
may it soon feel like home. 

We continue to remember Ann Steele and her son Ron at this difficult 
time. 

We are pleased to say that Shir ley Benjamin is recovering at home 
following recent surgery. 

Janet Taylor  is now back in our local community hospital and we as-
sure her and Ian of our continued prayers. 

 

Congratulations to Pam Jones on becoming 
an accredited Local Preacher and who is now on ‘ full plan’  

Congratulations to Bob Wright who will be celebrating his 70th birth-
day on 10th August and to Steph Morgan who will be 40 on 1st Au-
gust,  

Happy 18th birthday to Mike Burgess who celebrated his birthday in 
June and to Amy Underhill who will be 18 in August. 

Congratulations to David and Wendy Turner’s daughter Frances and 
Paul Cooke who were married on 26th April. The couple are now liv-
ing in Guildford. And, not to be left out, Joanne Turner has just heard 
that she has achieved a 2.1 degree in law. 

We think of all our young people who have been sitting exams at this 
time and who now have the long wait for their results. May they be 
aware of our prayers and we hope that they will achieve the results they 
need as they seek to go off to college and university. 
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John and Mar ian Cresswell celebrate their Golden Wedding this 
month and would like to invite all their friends for tea and cake on the 
afternoon of Sunday 13th July from 3 to 5 pm. All most welcome. 
Strictly no presents. 

It occurs to us that this could become a ‘Sovereign Circle’  afternoon 
for NCH, by which you donate £1 for this charity, but this would be 
entirely optional and not the main purpose. 

We look forward to seeing you at 7, Will Hall Close on what hopefully 
will be a sunny afternoon! 

 

	 � � � � � 
 � � �
 � �  �
June & Ted Atkins moved into their new flat on 26th June. The address 
is:- Flat 10, Beaumont Court 

 Vicarage Hill 

 Alton, Hants. 

 GU34 1HT 

Telephone number remains as before, 84865. 

 

PRAISE EVENING 
SUNDAY 13TH JULY 

6.30 pm 
 

Please come along and join the inter-denominational coffee makers  
and coffee drinkers who support the Tuesday Traidcraft  

Coffee Mornings 
 

In a  
 

SONGS OF PRAISE 
 

And enjoy Fairtrade refreshments after the service. 
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Saturday 19th July    6pm 

�
There’s nothing like a country walk on a summer evening. The idea is to start at the 
car park behind the Selborne Arms and finish in the Selborne Arms for a meal – the 
food is reputedly very good! 
 

The walk will take about 1½ 
hours and we hope to visit a 

wildflower meadow, the 
open common with its 

grasshoppers and butterflies 
(weather permitting) and, of 

course, the beech woods. 
We plan to avoid the steep-

est hills! 
 
We hope lots of you will want to join us and that the weather will be kind. Please 
contact us if you’d like to come so we can plan a route to suit everyone and, for those 
who would like to stay on for the meal, make arrangements with the pub. We’ ll also 
try to arrange transport for anyone who needs a lift to Selborne (and back!). 
 
Telephone Helen and Peter Wallace on 84689 or email helenwallace6@msn.com. 
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Christian Janes, Daniel Ryan and their friend Joe Packer are riding from Land’s End 
to John O’Groats from the 20th July to the 9th August. Christian and Daniel work with 
the Boys’  Brigade each week and have been part of our church for 22 years. All three 
boys (men really) have worked in education during the last year supporting pupils 
with difficulties and they are completing this challenge to raise money for the chari-
ties that help the children. Dan and Joe are riding for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy 
and Christian, Naomi House Children’s Hospice. 
 
The boys will cover between 50 and 80 miles a day and will stay in Youth Hostels 
and Methodist Churches along the way. They would be grateful for any financial sup-
port for their causes and for your prayers whilst they are away.  
 
I’m sure there will be the opportunity for a talk from the boys when they return and 
the September newsletter will have an article about how they got on and what they 
raised. 
 

Judith Janes 
 

�
�

� � 
 � � � � 	 
 � � 
 �� �
It will soon be time to order the 2008/2009 prayer manuals. If you are 
on the list to receive a copy already, there is no need to re-order unless 
you wish to cancel. New readers can see me on Sunday morning or 
ring 544034. 

The prayer manual contains a reading and prayers from around the 
world for each day of the year. I have a spare copy for anyone wishimg 
to see me before they buy! The order will go in at the end of July. 

Marian Cresswell 
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2nd Alton Company, The Boys’  Br igade  
 
 

Stop Press ! 
 
Boys from all the sections took part in the Battalion Sports Day at the 
Spectrum Centre in Guildford on 14th June. The sun shone, the boys  
ran, jumped and threw as hard as they could and a great time was had 
by all. Seven Companies took part and 2nd Alton came a very creditable 
3rd place.  
 
The Company takes part in a considerable number of Battalion Compe-
titions and non-competitive events such as Battalion Parade Services. 
Points are gained by companies for taking part in these. The company 
with the greatest number of points at the end of the year is awarded the 
highly prized Battalion Trophy. The result is announced at Sports Day 
and we’ re delighted to tell you that 2nd Alton are the winners for the 
year 2007/ 2008. Congratulations, boys! 
 

All the Company staff 
  

 
The Junior Section of the Boys’  Brigade invite you to their 

 
� � � � � � �� � � � 	 � 
 �

 
In aid of Mercy Ships 

 
� � 
 � � � � � �� � 
 � �� � � � �� � �� � �� �� � �� � � � �

 
Come along and be properly served by the boys  

- small cakes and biscuits very welcome! 
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15th July - “ Ar t in the Park”  with Robyn Fitzer  

Meet in the Public Gardens at 7.00 pm. Bring a chair and any materials 
you have and wish to use. Otherwise we can provide some ‘stuff’ . 

If the weather is bad, please meet in the Church Hall instead. 

Any queries, phone Wendy (542580) or Robyn (87356). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Farnham and Alton Circuit 
 

Skittles challenge 
 

Jolly Farmer PH, Blacknest 
Saturday 20th September 2008 at 7pm 

 
Tickets £8 (including a choice of food) 
are available NOW from Joy Wilson 

 
AN EVENING NOT TO BE MISSED! 

 
 

and, who knows, we might just bring the prestigious Circuit Skittles 
Trophy  to Alton for  the first time! 
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On Tuesday 27th May, we went off on an adventure for 4 days to the 
Meon Valley Solent Scout Centre.  With pillows, sleeping bags, our 
Bible, and the usual necessities in tow, we were really excited. 
 

Here’s how it went:  
 

Tuesday was the training day, 
We all did lots of sports, 
Fun games for us all to play. 
We couldn’ t agree on any sort; 
All the same had lots of fun 
With more to enjoy as the days go on. 
 

Wednesday was ‘water day’  
As we headed along to Portsmouth. 
Climbing aboard some old old ships 
With stories we all enjoyed in bits. 
Next we went on a boat yard trip, 
With a tour guide who had a boat full of tips! 
 

Thursday was swimming day  
we all had great fun on the rapids 
climbing, swimming, water fights,  
we all had great fun as the day rolled on. 
At the end, we did not want to leave 
Getting changed, we all agreed  
That we all had heaps of fun. 
 
Friday was the final day, 
we were all so sad we were leaving. 
Our home at camp was at an end 
But we all had lot of fun.   
Zip wires, quad biking, archery 
To tell everyone at home.  
Thank you to all the staff 
Who organised all this fun of ours. 
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We would like to thank the 
5 members of staff who 

gave up their time freely to 
make our camp possible – 
we weren’t the only ones 
looking tired at the end! 

 

Jenny (aged 10) 
�
� �� �� � &� �� 
 � � � � 
 � ) � *+,�
 
On Tuesday 27th May we went on a girls brigade camp. I was very ex-
cited!   There was a lot of packing to do, as we had to name everything 
we packed!  If you didn’ t name everything and you lost an item of 
clothing, you would get a fine of 5p. 
 
On Tuesday we were going to go to Intech but we didn’ t have enough 
time.  So instead we did some camping skills and sports.  For lunch we 
had our packed lunches our mums and dads had made.  Tea that night 
was sausages and beans. Then we had devotions and cards and diaries.  
After that it was supper. For supper we had hot chocolate and biscuits.  
Then it was time for the juniors to go to bed. 
 
On Wednesday, we went to see HMS Warrior at Portsmouth boat yard.  
We climbed aboard and had a tour.  We had lunch in a café.  We had a 



12 

 



13 

�



14 

( � � � � � � � � � � � - � � �� � � � �� �� - � 
 � ( � � � � 
 � � � ! � � � � � �
� � ��� � � � - � 
 � � � � ��� � � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � �
�
By Stuart Hunter, Fellowship Secretary at Alton Baptist Church 
 
Two churches -- Alton Methodist and Alton Baptist Church (ABC) -- 
have over the past two decades occasionally used each other©s prem-
ises. When numbers have overwhelmed us at ABC for funerals and 
weddings we have used the Methodist church. Then the other way 
round for the latter©s Girls© Brigade Company who have used ABC 
where they will have another hall, for such use as Icing Christmas 
cakes and choir practice. Also especially a garden, that they do not pos-
sess, used for what else, than water balloon fights on the last night at 
the end of their Session in June. 
 
Nine girls in the Junior Section had to sing for part of their badgework 
test and chose do to so here at ABC on 8 June when, (and here we have 
the connection), Jo Hunter, the Company©s Lieutenant and member of 
ABC, was conducting the Evening Service. The congregation included 
GB staff, most of the parents and family, and ABC members that to-
talled some 40. The singing was exceptionally good, and they all 
passed with flying colours. Well done to all. 
 
Thousand Street Children in Latin America are housed, fed and edu-
cated by The Toybox Charity and is supported monthly by Jo & Stuart 
Hunter, and The Girls© Brigade Company have also contributed over 
the years. So the evening©s offering was taken for them, and raised 
£105. Along with the fines and donations from the very recent GB 
Camp, a cheque for £150 was sent. And finally ….. 
 
A public car park -- is geographically what joins the churches, and 
spiritually it is the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.   



15 

( � � � � � � 
 � � � � . �� � � � � � � / � � � � 0 ) � 
 � � �
 

Greater Alton Project working group met on 21 May to consider the 
responses to the Open Meeting held on 30 April and to plan the work 
needed to produce their final report. 
 

There were 100 people at the Open Meeting and all the churches in-
volved were represented.  75 of those present chose to fill in a survey 
form and they all supported the proposal: “  We recommend that the 
three Anglican Parishes in Alton and Holybourne form a single Angli-
can Parish and that the Parish enters a covenant with the Alton Meth-
odist Church that together they will engage in mission and ministry to 
the Greater Alton Area.”  
 

The working group looked at the issues raise at the meeting and in the 
survey forms and looked at how they would be addressed in the final 
report.  There was a desire to keep the momentum going but also to 
deal with any details that could get in the way of successful implemen-
tation.  The focus would be on resolving outstanding issues to do with 
ministry and finance. 
 

Time was spent refining the process by which the final report would be 
considered.  It was important that everyone in the churches had an op-
portunity to go to a presentation of the report as well as read it.  The 
final decision would be taken by each church council but it was impor-
tant that the councils had views from as many people as possible and so 
a further survey would be undertaken.  The report would be available 
in September, presentations would be in October and the decision taken 
in November.  It was vital that this process was supported by prayer 
and so dates for joint prayer meetings would be circulated in the au-
tumn. 
 

The working group will meet again in July to draw together the final 
report. 
 

If you were unable to attend the Open Meeting in April and have views 
you would like to communicate then do talk to the representatives from 
your church on the working group – Keith Underhill and Brian Hub-
bard 
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Chr istian Aid Week – May, 2008. 

Thank you to all who supported Christian Aid Week by collecting 
house-to-house, organising an area, counting the collection and donat-
ing.  Once again the response to Christian Aid Week was good and, 
despite “donor fatigue” , this year’s total amounts to £7,931.55, which 
is about £80 up on last year. 

Christian Aid is still awaiting the final overall total for the country as 
money is still coming in, but it can say that £162,148 was donated 
online.  It is hoped that more than £15million will have been raised 
which will be used to fight poverty around the world.  Thank you once 
again for helping to make Christian Aid Week a success.  

Burma Cyclone Appeal 

More than a month after Cyclone Nargis hit Burma’s Irrawaddy delta 
region and Rangoon, the need for relief remains urgent despite the Bur-
mese regime closing relief camps and claiming the relief phase is over. 

As Christian Aid works through partner networks in Burma, it has been 
able to effectively carry out relief work in affected communities.  
Around 2.5 million people continue to be affected by the disaster and 
many are believed to be at risk of hunger and disease due to the Bur-
mese regime’s ongoing limitations on humanitarian access to the re-
gion. 

Zimbabwe – Chr istian Aid Online Report dated 13th June, 2008 

Staff from the Christian Alliance, the Student Christian Movement of 
Zimbabwe (SCMZ) and the Ecumenical Support Services were ar-
rested in Harare on Monday and appeared in court on Friday – only 
days after a decision by the government to suspend food-aid distribu-
tion by humanitarian agencies, which provoked strong condemnation 
within Zimbabwe as well as internationally. 

Christian Aid’s head of Africa division, David Pain, has said that this 
kind of intimidation is unacceptable.  Churches, human rights groups 
and development agencies in Zimbabwe should be able to conduct their 
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legitimate activities without the threat of government harassment, 
which is ultimately detrimental to the wellbeing of Zimbabwe’s poor-
est. 

Some four million people in Zimbabwe depend on food aid.  Close to 
two million people are living with HIV.  A Zimbabwean male has a life 
expectancy of 37 years, a woman just 34!  (For the full report visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk) 

Finally, Christian Aid Week is very much a team effort, but I was 
really pleased to receive the beautiful church flowers and accompany-
ing card at the end of Christian Aid Week.  Thank you. 

       Sally Johnson 

 
 

�
� � 2 �
Thank you to those of you who faithfully feed your Home Collecting 
Box. This year we raised £1089.59, which is great. It’s down about 
£300 on the previous year which I think reflects on the fact that we use 
our plastic cards more and end up with less change in our pockets. We 
have also lost some box holders during the past year, so if anyone 
would like to have one, have a word with me. It’s a painless way to 
raise much needed funds for a worthwhile cause. 

 

 

We are hoping to have some ! � � � � � �� � � � �� � �� � � again this sum-
mer. If you would like to have a tea/coffee morning/afternoon/evening 
get-together where folk just pay £1 for a cuppa, biscuit and a chat, 
please let me know. I’ ll advertise any that are being held on the notice-
board etc. so lok out for that and pop along - you’ ll be sure of a warm 
welcome. 

Jennie Marlow (85698) 
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When you read this, I should have completed my six months of chemo-
therapy treatment! 
That chemo should have killed off any remaining cancer cells left in 
the system after the tumour was removed.  The recent CT scan showed 
there is no new tumour growth in bowel, liver or lungs, so I©m 
clear.  May it remain so for many years to come! 
  
My oncologist has agreed to my returning to school on 15 July for the 
final week of term, then again in September. 
  
I can©t speak too highly for the treatment I©ve received at the Basing 
Unit and Wessex Ward in Basingstoke Hospital, but in many ways it©s 
now quite scary to be out of the fortnightly medical routine and 
launched on one©s own again. 
  
The huge amount of loving support Rob and I have received from so 
many of you in such a variety of ways has been one of the many bless-
ings of this experience, and continues to mean a great deal to us - thank 
you. 
 
I find that significant events are often remembered by me in terms of a 
book or a poem.  I recommend one of each to you from these past ten 
months: “ The Other Side Of You”  by Salley Vickers and the following 
poem “A blessing for a friend, on the arrival of illness”   by John 
O'Donahue: 
  
Now is the time of dark invitation 
Beyond a frontier you did not expect 
Abruptly, your old life seems distant. 
  
You barely noticed how each day opened 
A path through fields never questioned. 
Yet expected, deep down, to hold treasure. 
Now your time on earth becomes full of threat; 
Before your eyes your future shrinks. 
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You lived absorbed in the day to day, 
So continuous with everything around you, 
That you could forget you were separate; 
  
Now this dark companion has come between you, 
Distances have opened in your eyes, 
You feel that against your will 
A stranger has married you heart. 
  
Nothing before has made you 
Feel so isolated and lost. 
  
When the reverberations of shock subside in you, 
May grace come to restore you to balance. 
May it shape a new space in your heart 
To embrace this illness as a teacher 
Who has come to open your life to new worlds. 
  
May you find in yourself 
A courageous hospitality 
Towards what is difficult, 
Painful and unknown. 
  
May you learn to use this illness 
As a lantern to illuminate 
The new qualities that will emerge in you. 
  
May the fragile harvesting of this slow light  
Help to release whatever has become false in you. 
May you trust this light to clear a path 
Through all the fog of old unease and anxiety 
Until you feel arising within you a tranquility  
Profound enough to call the storm to stillness. 
  
May you find the wisdom to listen to your illness: 
Ask why it came? Why it chose your friendship? 
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Where it wants to take you? What it wants you to know? 
What quality of space it wants to create in you? 
What you need to learn to become more fully yourself 
That your presence may shine in the world? 
  
May you keep faith with your body, 
Learning to see it as a holy sanctuary 
Which can bring this night-wound gradually 
Towards the healing and freedom of dawn. 
  
May you be granted the courage and vision 
To work through passivity and self-pity, 
To see the beauty you can harvest 
From the riches of this dark invitation. 
  
May you learn to receive it graciously,  
And promise to learn swiftly 
That it may leave you newborn, 
Willing to dedicate your time to birth.  
 

Karen Booker 
 

�
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!5th July  Annual Garden Party, bring a plate of food to share. 

26th August An Update on Recycling - Linda Horne 

 

Meetings are held from 2 pm in All Saints’  Church Hall. 

Contact Kate Dando (01420 83514 e-mail 
kate@altondando.freeserve.uk) 

All welcome! 
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Alton Choral Society is happy to announce the appointment of Chris 
Gardner as its new conductor. After a well deserved break from a semi-
professional musical career dating back around 30 years, Chris Gardner 
has returned to music making in Alton, where he now lives.  
 
With career highlights including conducting Mozart’s Requiem, play-
ing saxophone at Lichfield Jazz Festival, playing for country dancing 
on the lawns of stately homes and tuning percussion for the first per-
formance of a Peter Maxwell Davies opera, Chris was attracted to the 
society’s simple philosophy of trying to get as many people as possible 
to enjoy the art of singing in harmony.  
 
He comments: “For me, music is music is music. I don’ t think in terms 
of “ jazz” , “classical”  or “pop” , more in terms of “good” and “bad” . 
There is bad music by Beethoven just as there is good music by the 
most outrageously commercial pop acts. Of course, good and bad is a 
matter of opinion, but I hope to introduce the choir and its audience to 
a lot of good, but unfamiliar, music, whilst also keeping enough well-
known stuff to keep everyone happy. A tall order, maybe, but worth 
striving for!”  
 
Chris is now looking forward to rehearsing the choir for the Petersfield 
Festival next March where they will join other local choirs and a pro-
fessional orchestra for a performance of Mozart’s Requiem. He also 
has plans to introduce some less familiar repertoire at the Christmas 
concert on 20th December at the Maltings.  
 
For anyone interested in joining the Alton Choral Society, we will be 
holding an open singing evening on Wednesday 10th September at 
Amery Hill School, from 7.45 pm. For more information, please con-
tact Nancy Buck on 01420 85994.  
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“Our world is facing a serious shortage of food. Prices have risen to an 
all-time high and even people living in the relatively affluent nations 
are beginning to feel the pinch.”  These words introduce an article in the 
12th June issue of the Methodist Recorder by Keith Rowe, reminding us 
that a similar situation faced Britain in 1773, which was the subject of 
an outspoken five-page treatise by John Wesley. He was outraged that 
whilst many of the poorest in the land went hungry and undernour-
ished, the well-off suffered no such privation. He wrote, “Only look 
into the kitchens of the great, the nobility and the gentry, and when you 
have observed the amazing waste which is made there, you will no 
longer wonder at the scarcity, and consequently, the dearness of the 
things they use so much art to destroy.”  

He attacked the diversion of about half the corn grown on farms to the 
production of alcohol, especially gin, and the keeping of so many car-
riages (and therefore horses) by the rich, eating up the oats which 
might have fed the poor. The ravages of gin in the eighteenth century 
are well illustrated in the cartoons of Gillray and Rowlandson. 

Our problems are world-wide and not just national, but the legacy of 
our actions is much the same. In little more than a year, the price of 
rice in the world markets has increased by 74%, vegetables by 60% and 
wheat by 130%. This doesn’ t matter much if you spend only one-tenth 
of your income on food, but if more than half goes to feed your family, 
as it does for over a billion people world-wide, it matters a lot. Prices 
have risen partly because of a lack of rain and poor harvests, but also 
because corn is fed to animals to produce meat, to produce plastics, and 
now, ethanol for cars. 

In Wesley’s time, it was gin and carriages, in our present society it may 
be vodka and cars. Alcohol addiction is still a social curse, and in addi-
tion, grain has to be imported into Britain to feed animals instead of 
hungry people. The Methodist Relief and Development Fund (MRDF) 
is already seeing the impact of higher prices on the communities with 
which it works, and needs our support, as does Christian Aid. Fair 
Trade also helps local farmers to continue to grow their own crops to  
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Feed their own people and have some over for export. A small change 
in our current lifestyle, like eating less corn-fed meat, might make an 
enormous difference to theirs. 

Bob Weighton 

� 
 ���� � � . ��� � 
 � � � 
 � � � �  �
I have 36 x 1lb jam jars cluttering my cupboards and looking for a new 
home. If anyone would like some, please ring Gill Marsden on 01420 
89659. I am willing to deliver them if necessary. 

 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR   July 2008 
 

Sunday 6th  Readings: Week 14 in Ordinary Time 
    
    9.15 am  Rev Malcolm Groom 
   10.45 am Rev Keith Underhill 
    5 pm - 6 pm ‘Praise in the Park’  
 
Sunday 13th Readings: Week 15 in Ordinary Time 
 
     9.15 am Mrs Brenda Wimbush 
   10.45 am Rev Keith Underhill - Holy Communion 
     6.30 pm Miss Judy Nicholls 
 
Sunday 20th  Readings: Week 16 in Ordinary Time 
 
    9.15 am Rev Keith Underhill - Holy Communion 
   10.45 am Mrs Libby Craggs 
     6.30 pm Circuit Service at Farnham 
 
Sunday 27th Readings: Week 17 in Ordinary Time 
 
     9.15 am Miss Suzie Johnson 
   10.45 am Mrs Liz George 
     6.30 pm Mrs Pam Jones  
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CHURCH CALENDAR   August 2008 
 

Sunday 3rd  Readings: Week 18 in Ordinary Time 
    
    10.00 am Mr Ian Taylor 
     6.30 pm Mrs Christine Stevens 
 
Sunday 10th Readings: Week 19 in Ordinary Time 
 
    10.00 am Rev Keith Underhill– Holy Communion  
     & Contemporary Worship 
     6.30 pm Mr Graham Titterington 
 
Sunday 17th  Readings: Week 20 in Ordinary Time 
 
    10.00 am Rev Dr Harry Johnson 
     6.30 pm Rev Keith Underhill 
 
Sunday 24th Readings: Week 21 in Ordinary Time 
 
    10.00 am Rev Keith Underhill 
     6.30 pm Rev Keith Underhill - Holy Communion  
     & Healing Service 
 
Sunday 31st Readings: Week 22 in Ordinary Time 
 
   10.00 am Mrs Liz George - Contemporary Worship 
    6.30 pm Mr Ian Taylor 

Items for inclusion in the  September issue of the ‘NEWSLETTER’ 
should reach the Editor,  Nancy Buck, by Sunday 24th August, at the 
latest, please.  If you are able to put your contribution on disk or Email 
it to the office it would be much appreciated. 

Church Office   
Monday to Thursday 9.30 am - 12 noon 
Tel  01420 82695 
Email altonmethodist@hotmail.com 

 


