Alton Methodist Church
NEWSLETTER

February 2007

A Sign of Spring - Narcissus minor ‘Cedric Morris

Sunday Services: 9.15a.m., 10.45a.m., 6.30 p.m.
Minister Rev Keith Underhill
Tel. 01420 83167

Circuit web site:
www.faralt.org



From the Manse...

“1f music be the food of love, play on,” declares Orsino in the opening
line from Shakespeare' s comedy “Twelfth Night. February is often
seen as the month of love, having as it does Vaentines Day at its half
way point.

February 14™ sees one of the busiest days of the year for the postal ser-
vices, aswell asfor florists, chocolatiers and restaurants. The papers
are full of coded love messages that are pondered over by those ran-
domly reading them, but full of understanding for those for whom they
are meant. ‘ Snuggle bunny’ and ‘Lovekins' find themselves securein
the knowledge that their love is shared and reciprocated as they open
cards and read the entry in the newspaper.

Isthislove though? It seemsto me that on this day we are oftenin
danger of being swept along on awave of sentimentality and romance
that can seem along way away from the redlities of what loveisreally
about. We can be seduced by a Hollywood style, sickly sweet candy
floss love that soon evaporates and disappears in front of our very eyes.

What islove really about then? Well, we could do alot worse than to
turn to what St. Paul has to say on the subject in 1 Corinthians 13 —
where he so succinctly sums up the essence of love. He writes; “Love
is patient, loveiskind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It isnot rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails.”

May you al be aware of God’slove for you this Vaentines Day, and
be prepared to share that love with all you meet.

With love and God Bless,



We look forward to the baptism of Benjamin Smith which will take
place during our 10:45 am service on Sunday 17". We assure Catherine
and Andrew of our support and prayers as they prepare for this special
occasion.

Suzie Johnson is taking our 9:15 am service on Sunday 11" — this will
be a specia servicefor her asit isonethat isto be observed and re-
ported on. Thisisthe last occasion on which this will happen as Suzie
reaches the final stages of her Local Preacher training.

Suzie has aready successfully completed her ‘ Faith and Worship’
course which al those wishing to become Local Preachers have to un-
dertake. An account of this service will be given to the next Preachers
meeting (13" Feb) where Suzie will be asked to give an account of her
Christian journey as well as her call to preach. Suzie will also talk
about the relevance of Wesley’s Sermons for today and be asked ques-
tions about her faith, theology and Methodism.

Following this, Suzie’'s name will go forward to our next Circuit Meet-
ing (March 8" where the recommendation will come from the Preach-
ers meeting that she becomes an accredited Loca Preacher on full
plan.

We will be holding a special Circuit service here on the evening of
April 22nd where we will publicly recognise Suzie and celebrate her
answering of God's call to become a preacher.

You will al be aware that we have been blessed by Suzi€'s preaching
and leading of worship and how she iswell respected around our Cir-
cuit. So please do try to come and support Suzie by being at her ‘trial’
service on Sunday 11™.



On Sunday 11™ March we will have the opportunity of worshipping
together as one congregation, as our service will take placein the As-
sembly Rooms at 10:00 am. There will be no morning services held in
church. It will give usthat rare opportunity of being together as one
church, something that we cannot do on aweekly basis as we ssimply
cannot all fit into our own premises. More details will be available
soon, but please do put this date and time in your diaries and we look
forward to seeing you there.

Cynthia Hamblin and her daughters, Felicity, Angelaand Gill, would
like to express their thanks to everyone for their letters, cards and
words of sympathy on the loss of Bryan. Special thanksto Rev Keith
Underhill for his support over the last few weeks and especially for his
help in the Cremation and Thanksgiving service arrangements. It was
wonderful that so many people could share in the service to celebrate
Bryan'slife. Carol and her team put on a superb spread for everyone,
and we are so grateful for that. It was heart warming to hear the many
touching and amusing anecdotes that were exchanged over lunch.

Theretiring collection for Andrew’ s Endowed School raised £387.45
and will be used in their refurbishment plans for the Headmistress's
House to benefit future generations. Thank you.

The new three month quiet time companion notes are available in the
foyer. Please help yourself and maybe pass one on to afriend - they
are auseful tool in ‘Changing livesfor good’ - as the UCB heading
claims.
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The Quiz has been put back aweek and will now take place on
Saturday 17th February at 7 pm. It®afun evening with Gordon
Frater asking the questions and no doubt commenting on the answers!
Come on your own or with ateam. There will be refreshments and the
cost isjust £4 for adults (children are free). Please give your name to
Jennie Marlow (85698).
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There will be an extra, but brief, meeting of the Family Committee on
Thursday 1st March at 7 pm, prior to Church Council. It ishoped that
members can make this date, despite the short notice. The meeting
should be finished by 7.30 - 7.40 pm.
David Allan.
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Alton Methodist Church will be hosting the service this year so please
put the date in your nice new diary - Friday 2nd March at 2 pm.

It has been prepared by the Christian women of Paraguay with thetitle
‘United under God’s Tent’ and our speaker is Cheryle Cox, who isthe
wife of the Salvation Army captain. | shall be looking for ladiesto
help with this united service.

Jennie Marlow
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It's not too early to put this date in your diary as | know how busy
people are. However, | would appreciate it if you could spare an hour
during the morning to smile sweetly and hold atin. There will be alist
on the notice board next month to sign up. Thank you.

Jennie Marlow (85698)



The following Promise and Creed were used during our 10.45 am
Covenant Service in January. It was felt that folk might like to read
them again: -

We say together;

Lord God, this morning, we offer you ourselves - all that we are. You
are ours and we are yours. You are our God and we, young and old
together, are your people.

Today we renew our promiseto love, serve and follow you. We give
you our lives and invite you to use us to do your will; whatever that
might be, wherever it may take us and for however long it may last.

We ask you to change us, so that through your power and your love,
we may become the people you would have us be.

It is not always easy following you; sometimesit is hard aswe try to be
like Jesus. Help us so that as we tread in His footsteps, we may see
you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly,

day by day.

Lord God, as we have renewed our promise to you, So we turn to each
other, help us as we renew our commitment to one another as your peo-
ple and family, the Church.

When we have not always seen eye to eye, or behaved towards each
other as we should, forgive us we pray and help us so that we can do
better. Help usto see you in the face of one another.

So today we commit ourselves to each other - to serve, help, encourage
and love one another - putting the needs of others before ourselves.

Lord God we know that we cannot keep these promises on our own, so
help us we ask, now and forever more, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.






We believein God, in Jesus Christ,
in the Holy Spirit, and in one another.

We believe that God works through,
clanging cymbals and silence, drama and the unexpected,
choirs and banners, touching and praying,
spontaneity and planning, faith and doubt,
tears and laughter, leading and supporting,
hugging and kneeling, noise and stillness,
receiving and giving, words and listening,
holding and letting go, scripture and alleluias,
accepting and caring,
through you and through me, through love.

We believe God' s Holy Spirit lives
in our community here,
where lines of age and gender
and all that triesto divide are crossed.
We believein praising God for life.
We believe in responding to God’ s grace
We believein love and justice for al people.

We believein the story and poetry within each of us.
We believein dreams and in visions.
We believe in old people running and children leading.

We believe in the kingdom of God within us.

20th February - NB aweek earlier than usual Network evening - Meal
out at The White Hart, Holybourne.
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Company Section

Our first-year Boys recently enjoyed awonderfully muddy (and dark)
midnight walk through the local woods. It was really mild, and fortu-
nately the gales had passed — so we had only the occasional tree to
climb over! It was aclear starry night, and the owls werein full voice.
But the highlight had to be waving around the Glow-Sticks — as you'll
see from the photo on our notice board.

We brought home the Battalion Chess trophy from Y ateley a fortnight
ago, wresting it from 1st Fleet who had won it for several yearsin a
row. Well done, team — especially Jonathan Masson, who was un-
beaten throughout. We also congratul ate Jonathan on having gained
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award last month.

Expedition classes are now underway on Wednesday evenings, and, as
well as the usual boys, six girls have enrolled in the Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Award through Boys' Brigade! Already dates are being pen-
cilled in and preliminary arrangements made for a number of ventures
during the spring and summer.

One of the quarter-finals of the Na-
tional Chess competition will be
held in Alton this year, because
we're at home to the 2nd Llantwit
Major Company — yes, they’re from
Wales! In Badminton, we meet 7th
Plymouth, again at home, and we
will be in the National quarter-finals

if we get through. Exciting times!

WEe're looking forward to the Battalion indoor 5-a-side football tourna-
ment at Woking, although not with any great expectation. Some things
we'regood at . . . and then there’ s football!
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The Senior girls have been learning about “My Church”.

Brian Hubbard is the most recent member of the Church to

talk to us about their role in the life of this church and Judy

Nicholls led adevotional evening last month. We are very

grateful to those church members who have given their

time in the past monthsto talk to us about their involvement in the life
of the church or to lead devotions. Senior girlswill shortly be starting a
course of country dancing under the able tuition of Barbara Frater.

Junior girls are completing their study of the International GB includ-
ing personal contact with Jo Hunter’ s granddaughter who is a member
in New Zealand. Next they will be moving on to “Potted Sports’.

The Explorers have been learning about keeping pets. We started off
with avisit from the Bonwitt guinea-pigs who were very tolerant of the
inexperienced handling they suffered. The following week Keith intro-
duced us to Artemis (who shook hands politely) and we heard how to
care for adog. These two visits are going to be a hard act to follow!

Thank you to those individuals who have volunteered to come and help
for one or more evenings in the next couple of months while we are
short-staffed.

Nancy Buck (Explorer Leader)
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We will be holding the annual Spring Fair on — Saturday 5th May
from 10 am. to 12 noon. Last year we had a wonderful selection of
plants to offer for sale and it would be marvellous to be able to match it
this year. Now isthe time for browsing the seed catal ogues - could you
grow afew plants for the sale?

New ideas for attracting the customers and parting them from their
money are always welcome. I'd love to hear yours!

Nancy Buck (85994)
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The Family Committee has invited a group of Ahmadiyya Muslims to
join usin an Open Meeting on Thursday 8th February at 7.45 pm.
Entitled “1slam —working out faith in today’ s society”, the meeting
will focus on how they live out their faith on a day-to-day basis, and to
draw parallels—and no doubt identify differences — with us as we seek
to live out Christian lives.

The Ahmadiyyas are based in Tilford, and will bring a small display
for usto view. They hold an annual UK gathering in the summer, and
you may have been aware from local newspapers that many thousands
attended last year’s event at Worldham.

The meeting will take the form of an address followed by atime for
guestions and answers. There will be an opportunity for informal dis-
cussion over coffee afterwards.

It should be an informative evening, and will, we hope, help to foster
understanding. Please do come along, and bring any of your friends
who might be interested.

David Allan.
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Many thanksto all who used the Alternative Christmas card this year. |
hope you all had a chance to see who was sending you greetings using
this method. As aresult of your generosity | was able to send a cheque
for £180 to World Vision. (The receipt for thisis on the board in the
foyer.) Please think about using this way of greeting people next year.
It really can make a difference to others!

Christine Allan.
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Network - Tuesday, 20" March, 2007

The ladies of Network have kindly agreed to Susan Barry, Christian
Aid’'s Area Co-ordinator based in Southampton, giving atalk on the
work of Christian Aid, at their March meeting. Susan’stalk will, | am
sure, be very interesting, and coming as it does before Christian Aid
Week in May, will, no doubt, inspire us to do our best in that week as
we continue to organise, collect and give asin previous years.

The meeting will be open to both men and women and members of
other local churches, should they wish to come along. The Methodist
Church has always been very supportive of Christian Aid and generous
initsgiving, so please come along and listen to Susan’s enthusiasm for
the work of Christian Aid.

Count your Blessings: Lent 2007

Giving up something for Lent, chocolate, for instance? Take aradical
approach this year with Christian Aid’'s Lent resource Count your
Blessings (copies will be available on the table in the foyer) - give up
giving up and give instead. The 40 days of Lent are a unique opportu-
nity to reflect on all we have, and to turn our attention to those around
usin need. Count your Blessingsis aguide for thought, prayer and
giving. It prompts us to give thanks for our many blessings, while

hel ping some of the world’ s poorest people. Use Count your Blessings
for personal thought or giving asagroup. Itisagreat way to make
Lent count.

Christian Aid Week, May, 2007

It may seem alittle early to be thinking about Christian Aid Week at
thistime, but | have already received the “kit” for Christian Aid Week
which includes the resources order form and ideas on how to get the
wider local community involved etc.

Money raised this year will go towards the provision of clean water for
remote rural communities such as those in Afghanistan (atap and con-
crete basin costing just £7), and the cleansing of wellsin flood stricken
countries like El Salvador and the strengthening of river banks etc.
Christian Aid will invite everyone during the week to make a donation
to “plant afruit tree”, or agrove of fruit treesin countries like Senegal
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- at just 65p asapling it is easy to help a poor community to grow afu-
ture.

Could we help Christian Aid Week to grow by holding asimple tree-
planting event to remember the poor? Planting atree would be a great
way of marking the 50" anniversary of Christian Aid Week, which be-
ganin 1957. Perhapswe could have some sort of representational
“growing tree”. Just athought! Sally Johnson

A 0 <
National equalities & diversity working group:

There isaNationa Working Group who meet together to shape the
work, and utilise their expertise.

This group are exploring theological reflections of equalities & diver-
sity, they are writing the Equal Opportunities Policy for the M ethodist
Church, working alongside local people to write an Equal Opportuni-

ties Statement for local churches, and bringing together resources and
education to support this.

Pilot work:

North Lancashire District has agreed to pilot campaigns, training,
workshops and policy adoption consciously exploring the equalities &
diversity agenda.

What does this mean? People in the area with a passion for equality are
getting together and taking action. Thisisin its early stages. We will
put more information on the web site as and when decisions are made.

Can you help us?

A one-off event is being held in Birmingham on Monday 26 March
2007 to explore and devise action for disability justice within the Meth-
odist Church. If you are someone with a passion and commitment to
seeking equality for disabled people within Methodism this event could
be for you. For more information about the event contact: -
(www.methodist.org.uk). A booking form can be downloaded there.
Alternatively please contact the editor or the Church Office. The clos-
ing date for bookingsis 26 February 2007.
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Alton Community Careis aregistered charity comprising a group of
volunteers who have, for over 25 years, helped those in need in our
community. Thisismainly by providing transport to medical appoint-
ments; our clients are mostly, but not exclusively, the elderly and in-
firm. Currently we deal with about 50 journeys aweek but with an
ageing population and the difficulties of using public transport, thisis
increasing.

We aways need new volunteers, could you be a co-ordinator or drive
for us?

AsaDriver, using your own car, you would collect clients from their
home, take them to their appointments and then take them home. Most
of our journeys are local but we do cover hospitals as far away as
Southampton and London. No regular commitment is required, you
can do as much or aslittle as you wish.

AsaCo-ordinator you would take your turn on arotafor one week at
atime. You operate from home with the Alton Community Care tele-
phone transferred to you. Y ou would take calls from clients and alo-
cate drivers accordingly. Thisisan ideal task for people with an active
mind who could be at home during the day.

Y ou would give your time freely but we cover expenses including pet-
rol and telephone costs. References and Criminal Record Bureau
checks are part of our recruitment process.

Can you help? Call 01420 541520 or e-mail us at
info@altoncare.org.uk.

If you would like to know more, talk to Ron Cordery, Nancy Buck or
Eleanor Robertson.
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Many of us find thistime of year we feel low on energy and tired but
our society does not seem to alow time for sleep or aday of rest asthe
bible suggests.

Life seemsto a constant run of demands at work and home. Perhaps
this need for at least part of aday of rest and time to reflect and renew
the batteries is something we in the church should remember and en-
courage others outside the church to try to find time for.

Linked to thisis the constant demand in our society to continually im-
prove.

Recently the media reported the government are concerned that though
there has been an improvement in GCSE passes per student the figures
do not include an improvement in students achieving Maths and Eng-
lish. This was announced the night the London schools were celebrat-
ing their improved GCSE results. As the people interviewed said we
don’t seem to be alowed to celebrate success.

How often in your job or as a student/ parent have you felt thisistrue
of today’ s society? Perhaps we in the church should help people to re-
alise we are not really on the conveyor belt of pressure to succeed that
it often seems and a fulfilling life can be experienced without meeting
every target set at a continually higher level.

As Christians we are told to have hope for tomorrow and not worry like
the sparrows where our next meal will come from.

Thisisnot easy bearing in mind our busy, constantly demanding lives
but Church goers can play a part in giving others hope when life seems
impossibly demanding. They can also offer practical help when others
cannot cope with the demands of life and find timeto rest, relax and
reflect.

Rhona
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CHURCH CALENDAR February 2007

Sunday 4th Readings: 5thin Ordinary Time

9.15am Rev Keith Underhill - Holy Communion
10.45am Rev Keith Underhill - All age worship
6.30 pm Mrs Libby Craggs

Sunday 11th Readings: 6thin Ordinary Time

9.15am Miss S Johnson
10.45am MrsLiz George
6.30 pm Mrs Pam Jones

Sunday 18th Readings: Before Lent in Ordinary Time

9.15am Mr lan Taylor
10.45am Rev Keith Underhill - Holy Communion
6.30 pm Rev Keith Underhill

Sunday 25th Readings: Lent 1in Ordinary Time

9.15am Rev Keith Underhill
10.45am Mr Chris McCallum
6.30 pm Mr Chris Archbold

Items for inclusion in the March issue of the ‘NEWSLETTER’ should
reach the Editor, Nancy Buck, by Sunday 18th February, at the latest,
please. If you are able to put your contribution on disk or Email it to
the office it would be much appreciated.

Church Office
Monday to Thursday 9.30 am - 12 noon
Te 01420 82695
Email atonmethodist@hotmail.com



