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From the Manse...

You do not need me to tell you that everything is costing more at
the moment! Food, petrol, gas and electricity have all gone up.
With the cost of a barrel of oil reaching an all time high a week or
S0 ago at $135.09, there is much speculation as to whether this
is as high as things are going to go or if the price of oil will con-
tinue to rise. These increases have been reflected in the prices
we are now paying at the pumps. The average price for a litre of
unleaded petrol is somewhere around 114p, with diesel standing
at 126.4. This represents an increase in the past year of 18%
and 30% respectively.

We have noticed the increase in food prices as well. But our
situation is in no way as dire as it is for others. Globally, rice
prices have soared by 70% and wheat prices have doubled. The
affects of this are being felt the most among the poorest of na-
tions, where there have been riots in the streets.

In this country where spiraling prices provoke concern rather
than confront us with issues of life and death, we may well find
ourselves having to make choices as to what we can afford, with
many having to make difficult decisions in this time of economic
uncertainty.

As we reflect on all that is going on around us and the challenge
we face, we are forced to ask the question, how much are these
commodities worth? Economists will tell us; “As much as some-
one is willing to pay!” Supply and demand means that if some-
thing is in short supply and the demand is high, then its price will
increase.

Of course, the value or worth of something cannot always be
measure in monetary terms. | like you, have many items around
the house that are not worth much in terms of hard cash, but
which are priceless in terms of what they mean to us.
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Our Christian faith talks about the cost of Jesus’ sacrifice, of God
paying the ultimate price for our salvation. How much are we
worth? What price does God put on us? In God’s eyes, each
one of us is priceless. Why did God send us His son? Because
we are worth it!

With love and God Bless,

Our re-dedication service for our Pastoral Visitors
which was due to be held earlier in the year will now be
on Sunday 1* June at 9:15am. This is an opportunity to
recognise and give thanks for all those who are involved in pas-
toral visiting and care and a chance to remember them in prayer
and ask God’s continued blessing upon them.

We remember Karen and Rob Booker as Karen continues with
her on-going chemotherapy.

We assure Ann Steele and her son Ron of our love, thoughts
and prayers at this difficult time. Ann has just returned home af-
ter having surgery in Basingstoke Hospital.

We remember Janet and lan Taylor at this time. Having spent
some time in hospital in Salisbury, Janet is currently in hospital
in Basingstoke, and is making good progress, hoping to be in
our community hospital before too long. They would like to thank
everyone in the Fellowship for the prayers, good wishes and of-
fers of help following Janet’s accident.

We remember Shirley and Ray Benjamin in our prayers as
Shirley undergoes further surgery on her shoulder this month.



We remember Di Wright and Bob following recent surgery on
Di's knee. It is good to see Di up, out and about.

We were shocked to hear of the sudden death of Cliff Benjamin
on Sunday 27" April. Cliff had been with us that morning for the
9:15am service before being taken ill later that day. Cliff’s funeral
service was held at Aldershot Crematorium on Monday 12" May.
We think of Cliff’'s family, especially his son Kit, and sister Joan.
Cliff was a regular worshipper at the 9:15am service as well as a
member of our CAMEO group.

We remember the family and friends of Louie Baker who died
on 21* May. Louie’s funeral service will be at Aldershot Crema-
torium on Friday 6™ June at 3:00pm. We offer our love and
prayers to Sheila and Val and their families.

vy Farrant was delighted to receive a beautiful flower arrange-

ment recently. She sends her thanks for the lovely surprise. Ivy
lives in Ladyplace Court and is unable to join us in Church these
days. She will be 98 in October!

We assure all our young people who are sitting their various ex-
ams of our love, thoughts and prayers at this time.

& % 2 We offer our congratulations to
c@ﬂgl‘aﬂlabl Christine and David Allan on

becoming grandparents again.
Fraser Macfarlane was born on 29" April. Our love to them and
of course, to Erin, Neil and family.

Congratulations to Gwen Self on the birth of her 4th great-
grandchild.

Shirley and Ray Benjamin were recently delighted to hear that
their youngest son Lawrence who is at the British Council in Pra-
gue, has been appointed personal English Tutor to the Czech
Prime Minister. Lawrence was a keen member of the Methodist
Youth Club in the days of lvan Wilson’s Ministry.
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DISCIFLE The Circuit Disciple group has been
meeting regularly and faithfully since

Lt September last year, the course finishes
on July 1%, It has been a time of learning, sharing and deepening
of faith as we have journeyed together, supporting and caring for
each other on the way. On Sunday 15" here at church, the Dis-
ciple group will be taking the 6:30pm evening service and will be
sharing their thoughts about what the course has meant to them.
If you would like to find out more about “Disciple” and hear from
those who have made it part of their lives for these past 10
months, then do come along to this special service.

Circuit Celebration —the admission of three of our
Local Preachers onto full plan

The 6:30pm evening service at Farnham Methodist Church on
Sunday 22™ June will be a Circuit Service; at which Kathy John-
son, Pam Jones and Brenda Wimbush will be recognised as ac-
credited Local Preachers and will come onto full plan. Their jour-
ney through “Faith and Worship” has been a long one, with
much dedication, commitment, study, and reading, to go along-
side all the preaching and leading of worship

throughout our Circuit. We have seen them de-

velop in their understanding and grow in confi-

dence. Let us continue to uphold and support a i
Kathy, Pam and Brenda as we share with them in q U
this special service and thank God for them and

for their calling. Malcolm will be giving “the

charge” and many of our Local Preachers will be

taking part in the service as well. Let us make

sure that we have a packed house on 22" June.

An early reminder that during the month of August there will be
ONE morning service only which will be held at 10:00am
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i M Sunday 22™ July will also be an opportunity
g ' & for us to gather together as a Circuit as we
! J say, “Thank you” and “Farewell” to Malcolm
- & and Jill Groom. This service will take place

b —— at Farnham Methodist Church at 6:30pm.
Malcolm and Jill will have been with us here in our Circuit for 8
years and this service gives us the opportunity to thank God for
their ministry amongst us and to pray for them both as they pre-
pare to move on. Malcolm is going to be the Superintendent Min-
ister of the Gosport and Fareham Circuit in the Southampton
District. We assure Malcolm, Jill and all the family of our prayers,
love and best wishes at this time of transition. Thank you and
God speed!

Welcome

A reminder that the welcome service for our Probationer Minis-
ter, Revd Vida Foday will be on Monday 1 September, 7:45pm
at Farnham Methodist Church. We remember Vida and all her
family as she and Maota prepare to move into 45 Broomleaf
Road during the summer. Vida is very excited about taking up
her first appointment with us and is looking forward to meeting
and getting to know us all in the coming months. We look for-
ward to welcoming Vida and Maota and pray that they will soon
feel very much at home among us.

Church Anniversary and Gift Day

This year's Church Anniversary is on Sunday 29" June and we
are delighted that Jean Simmonds will be taking both our morn-
ing services and we look forward to catching up with Jean and
Michael as we welcome them back. Our Church anniversary will
also be our gift day, (envelopes and more details will be avail-
able soon) when we have an opportunity to give to general
church funds as we thank God for all that he has given us and
done for us. As is our custom over recent years, 10% of what is
given will be donated to an outside cause. This year, that cause
will be The Turning Point Trust — Kibera Project.
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Theme preaching at Alton Methodist Church

. ™= starting on Sunday 25" May we will
be looking at the book of Acts and
the story of the early church, during
~our morning services; the weekly

. subject and readings are below.

May 25th Acts and the early church 1.
Peter® message 2:14-47
June 1st Acts and the early church 2.
Philip & the Ethiopian 8:26-40
8th Acts and the early church 3.
Conversion of Saul 9:1-19
15th Acts and the early church 4.
Peter and Cornelius 10:1-43
22nd Acts and the early church 5.
Paul in Athens 17:16-34

June 29th is our Church Anniver-
sary and we are delighted to be
able to welcome back Jean Sim-
monds who will be preaching at our
9:15am and 10:45am services.

To take us through to the end of
July we will be using Ephesians as
our focus.

July 6th Ephesians 1 Blessings and Peace 1:3-14
July 13th Ephesians 2 The secret 3:1-13
July 20th Ephesians 3 Unity and reconciliation  4:1-16
July 27th Ephesians 4 The whole armour of God 6:10-20



B B 2nd Alton Company,
> The Boys’ Brigade

We trust you enjoyed our Annual Display — we certainly enjoyed
our evening. It must have gone well, because Gordon Frater
says it was our best yet — and that'’s official endorsement, in-
deed! We were pleased to welcome as our Guest of Honour Lt
Col Richard Aspray, the officer commanding REME at Bordon.
The highlights (apart from the usual games, BB and scripture
items, and of course the ever-popular comedy turns) included an
impressive display of juggling — up to six balls — by Cpl Jona-
than Masson. The evening ended with the awarding of a Duke
of Edinburgh’s Gold Award to S/Sgt Sam Belcher (who unfor-
tunately couldn’t get away from work to be with us), and the
presentation of the Queen’s Badge, the highest award in the
BB, to Sgt Alex Hunt. As well as expedition and physical and
Brigade achievements, Alex helped as a volunteer in an after-
school club and worked for several weeks in a local charity shop.
A small memento was given to Alex by Keith Underhill on behalf
of the Church, to mark his achievement.

COMPANY SECTION

We were pleased to welcome Christopher, Andrew, Myles and
Peter to Company Section, and already they are settling in well
to all the new activities. We’ve had ball games on The Butts, an
outing to ten-pin bowling (just don’t ask the Captain’s score,
please!) and a couple of band evenings so far, with lots more
activity to come. New members are always welcome — please
do pass on the word to any families you know with a boy aged
11+,

By the time you read this, L/Cpl Josh Russell will have gained
his BB President’s Badge. He had completed the work some

weeks ago, but had to wait until his 15th birthday before it could
be awarded! Congratulations, Josh.



lan Spencer and Andrew Cook successfully tackled their first
Expedition last weekend — fortunately mainly in the dry — finding
their own way along the footpaths from Alton to Burkham. They
didn’t get too badly mislaid — although the two miles from
Bentworth to Bradley did take them three and three quarter
hours! There’s a Grade 2 expedition coming up shortly — this
involves camping and cooking as well as walking — and the four
Boys concerned are looking forward to their weekend!

David Allan,
Captain.

JUNIOR SECTION

Recently we have had an enjoyable night with clay and paint — it
was rather messy! This summer we are looking forward to vari-
ous activities including a special session with Mrs Wallace in Al-
ice Holt Forest.

For the first year ever, we had no Anchor Boys transferring to
Junior Section — there were none of the appropriate age — so we
would be very pleased to know of any Boys who will be eight
and over by the end of August as we have plenty of room.

As some of you will have noticed, John Barnett has recently
been helping us and has agreed to come into uniform and train
to be an officer. We really welcome his help and hope he will
have a real sense of fulfilment from the work with the Boys.

We look forward to welcoming you to our special Coffee Morning
on Saturday July 12th from 10am. Please come along and sup-
port the Boys as they serve coffee and cakes in aid of “Mercy
Ships” — any donations of small cakes will be welcome!

ANCHOR BOYS

The Anchor Boys enjoyed the Display very much, especially
their Walls of Jericho drama! Now they are into Summer activi-
ties, some of which will be with the Junior Section. So far they

9



have had a busy night with clay, making sea creatures, and are
looking forward to board games and a “Colour” night.

We are always happy to have new Boys so if you know of any
who have had their 6th birthday they will be very welcome!

Christine Allan,
Officer in Charge

4 )

The Junior Section of the Boys’ Brigade invite you to their

“COFFEE MORNING”
In aid of Mercy Ships.

SATURDAY 12th JULY 10 am - 12 noon

Come along and be properly served by the boys )
\ - small cakes & biscuits very welcome!

The coffee morning held on the 24th May at 7 Will Hall Close
raised £261.30 to be divided between NCH and World Church.
We are grateful to everyone who came and supported out first

fund raising effort in Alton.
Marion & John Cresswell

.’ NCH
m Thank you to all box holders for bringing your home col-

lecting boxes for me to empty - | haven’t yet got a total but
it's adding up nicely. If anyone would like one to deposit
their small change (or big change!) just speak to me.
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Jennie Marlow

# % &Il 1

At the time of writing we are looking forward to our

camp, and by the time you read this we will proba-

bly have returned. Ten girls and five staff are go-

ing to the Meon Valley Scout Training Centre,

near Shedfield for four days over the Half-Term

holiday. There’s a packed timetable of outings and

“Going Wild in the Woods”! Look out for a full report next month.

We're into a season of District Social Events. The Seniors and
Brigaders were invited to a Quiz Evening in May, hosted by the
1st Fleet Company at Fleet Methodist Church and Explorers and
Juniors will be taking part in a District Activity Day at Runways
End, Farnborough on Saturday 21 June.

After the half-term holiday we will be out of uniform and pursuing
more diverse activities. If you'd like to join us please contact the
Captain, Kym Burgess on 01252 334814, for further information.
You are welcome to just turn up on a Monday night — but we
might not be there!

Nancy Buck (Explorer Leader)

Sovereign Circles

During July and August it's good to have somewhere to go and
friends to chat to, so we try to arrange a series of coffee morn-
ings, afternoons or evenings where for one pound, which goes to
NCH, you can enjoy a cuppa and a biscuit. If you would be kind
enough to host one, please let me know and | can help with the
publicity.

Thank you,

Jennie Marlow (85698)
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD <OFED,,
QQ wy 4
Last month, Mark Denman, Katie Heron, w (Bg %
Poppy Maltby and Jonathan Masson had = =
a successful three days, walking the Shrop- _—— sawaAarRD —
shire hills in weather that was not too un-
kind. They covered 30 miles to complete this Assessed Venture,
carrying all their kit on the journey, and especially enjoyed being
on the Long Mynd with its extensive views. But it was cold, par-
ticularly overnight!

A couple of weeks later, Hannah Bolsover, Sam Bridger, Lau-
ren Fitch, Emily Jackson, Holly Maltby, Eleanor Owen, Josh
Russell and Louisa Woollen enjoyed a weekend in the White
Peak District, camping at the BB Activity Centre in Warslow.
Their walks took them over a great variety of landscape — from
gentle farmland to heather-clad moorland (nice to look at, diffi-
cult to walk over!), from rocky ridges to idyllic paths alongside
streams in deep winding dales. Now that their training is com-
plete, they’'ve chosen to go to the Quantocks and Exmoor for
their Silver assessment in September.

And, nearer home, the Bronze group of seven young people had
a great day out on Hankley Common, near Tilford, and now be-
lieve that they are fully proficient with compasses. Time will tell!

There are loads of pictures on the notice board in the hall — do
take a look sometime!

David Allan,
Unit Leader.

ALTON ALL SAINTS’ HARD OF HEARING GROUP

This group is meeting at 2 pm on 24th June in All Saints’ Church
Hall, Queens Road. The subject will be The Selbourne Riots by
John Smith.

Kate Dando (83514
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Weekday Services

All Saints’

Tuesdays 9.00 am Holy Eucharist
Wednesdays 10.30 am Holy Eucharist
Thursdays 8.00 am Holy Eucharist

St Lawrence

1st & 3rd Mondays 2.00 pm Teddy Bear Service
2nd Thursday 3.15 pm Service After School (SAS)
4th Thursday 10.00 am MU Corporate Communion

Praise in the Park

On Sunday 6" July we will be having our annual
ecumenical Praise in the Park service and cele-
bration in the Public Gardens. (By the band-stand)
For those who wish to meet together for a picnic,
we are suggesting meeting up at 4:00pm, with the
service itself starting at 5:00pm.

Members from the various churches will be choos-
ing hymns and saying why they are important to
them. All welcome, more details soon . . .
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Christ the Lord - Out of Egypt by
Anne Rice

| came upon this book by accident. Most of Anne Rice’s books
are vampire tales, none of which | have dared to read. However
she prides herself on her historical research into background for
her stories and when she came back to the Catholic Church af-
ter the death of her husband she felt moved to put her research
skills to good use and write the most realistic novel she could
about the childhood of Christ.

| can’t vouch for the accuracy of the setting for her book, but |
found it fascinating. Jesus is first met living with his family in a
Jewish community in Alexandria, where they have a prosperous
building and decorating business. We travel with them back to
Judea, through a riot in Jerusalem and arrive in a war-torn Naz-
areth, much in need of the building and carpentry skills of Jesus’
extended family. Throughout there are hints of Jesus’ as yet un-
focussed special powers and the dreams from God which guide
Joseph and others.

This story is firmly in the Catholic tradition, including some of the
legends of Jesus’ childhood and embracing the perpetual virgin
status of his mother Mary. It didn’t seem to matter what my per-
sonal opinion of these matters was, | just enjoyed a story which
gave me a totally new picture of life in Judea at that time and of
a boy growing into his powers and his relationship with God.

Christ the Lord — Out of Egypt is published in paperback by Ar-
row Books at £6.99. The sequel, Christ the Lord — The Road to
Cana is out now in hardback.
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/ Farnham and Alton Circuit \

Skittles challenge

Jolly Farmer PH, Blacknest
Saturday 20th September 2008
at 7pm

Tickets £8 (including a choice of food)
are available NOW from Joy Wilson

AN EVENING NOT TO BE MISSED!

and, who knows, we might just bring the prestigious
Circuit Skittles Trophy to Alton for the first time!
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() ChristianT; Aid

“China: How Christian Aid
IS responding - May 16th
2008”

Christian Aid Is respond-
Ing to the 7.8 magnitude
earthquake that hit
China’s Sichuan province
on 12th May through the
Amity Foundation.

Despite heavy rains mak-
INng roads impassable,
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they have deployed staff
to affected region and are
coordinating work
through local organisa-
tions on the ground.

The Amity Foun-
dation Is prepar- ??2
Ing to provide @’ 5
8,000 blankets to <<=~
some of the poorest fami-
lies affected by the disas-
ter an 8,000 plastic
sheets to families who
have been made home-
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less. Food will be pro-

vided to 16,000 of the
most vulnerable in areas

facing food shortages.

Once the initial needs
have been met,
| TRARCRATT  the Amity
Foundation will
begin the process of re-
habllitation, rebuilding
houses, schools and clin-
Ics destroyed by the
earthquake. They will
also ensure that people In
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GREATER ALTON PROJECT

Well over a hundred people gath-

ered in the Assembly rooms for the

Greater Alton Project open meeting

held on 30™ April. There was a good

representation from all the churches

involved in this exciting venture; St.

Lawrence’s, All Saint’s, St. Peter’s,

Holybourne Parish Church and Alton Methodist. Bishop Trevor
and Mannie Jacob (Assistant Chair of the Methodist Southeast
District) joined with those on the working party to help set the
scene, answer questions and add their support to the future that
lies ahead.

Although articles about what has been happening over the past
nine months or so have been included in the churches newslet-
ters, for many, this was the first opportunity to see and hear
what the working party had been up to and the suggested pro-
posals and way forward.

After the opening worship, Bishop Trevor and Mannie Jacob
each helped to set the scene and give a wider ecumenical per-
spective from an Anglican and Methodist perspective, and spoke
very enthusiastically about the possibilities facing us all.

We were reminded of the suggested proposal and recommenda-
tion of the working party; “To explore the recommendation of the
Working Group that the three Anglican parishes in Alton and
Holybourne form a single Anglican parish and that: This parish
enters a covenant with the Alton Methodist Church that together
they will engage in ministry and mission to the Greater Alton
area.”

The analogy of a hedge was used to describe the way in which
we could work more closely together within our town and wider
community, with each of the existing churches represented as
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vertical trunks, and the ecumenical co-operation and sharing
shown as horizontal branches, intertwining and moving between
the trunks. Each new venture (such as a shared youth worker;
chaplain to the elderly, residential and nursing homes; chap-
laincy at Alton College; new, shared mid week services etc,)
would be a new branch helping to build and develop the hedge.
Questions of finance and of Sunday services were looked at. As
far as Sunday worship is concerned, Sunday worship patterns
should stay broadly the same to begin with, although some ser-
vice times might have to be altered to allow for practicalities. It
was acknowledged that each worshipping community has its
own style and the aim is to maintain this diversity as everyone
has something to contribute. New worship initiatives will be de-
veloped jointly — say on weekdays.

There will, of course, be changes associated with this Project.
Anglican clergy will no longer be associated with a building as
such but will be ministers for the whole parish. Each worshipping
congregation will have one priest/minister who they see most
Sundays and mainly relate to. Clergy will lead worship in more
than one building, but still relate mainly to a particular congrega-
tion or congregations. e.g. the 10.30 Sung Eucharist at All
Saints’ should see the same priest most weeks but the 8 a.m.
congregation at that church might see another priest most
weeks. There will be some interchange between the Anglican
clergy and Methodist minister and local preachers.

At the heart of this new venture would be the fact that together
we would be in a Covenant relationship with one another and
that this would be central to all that we do. “When Christian com-
munities covenant with one another, they do it in the spirit of the
One whose covenant purpose shapes and focuses everything
they do.” Being in a covenant is more about relationships than it
is about rules. Such a Covenant relationship would be marked
by gracious giving, grateful receiving, recognised mutuality and
Christ-like self-sacrifice.
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As far as any time scale is concerned, it is hoped that by the end
of May 2008, the Working Party will meet to assess the re-
sponse to the open meeting with the final report being published
by the end of July. By the end of 2008, all the churches involved
will have given full consideration to the Final Report. If there is a
positive response from the churches and a “yes” to proceed,
then the process of preparation for implementation begins. By
the end of June 2009, the Implementation Group will have been
formed and the process for implementation agreed. The scheme
will need to be presented on a Diocesan and National Level
within the Anglican Church and agreement on a wider level
within the Methodist church.

Following the presentation, refreshments were served, and
those present were asked to write down questions and concerns
for the panel to answer. These were then addressed in the ses-
sion that followed. It was stressed that a lot of the actual detail
still had to be worked out, but the general principles about the
hoped for future were clear.

The final part of the evening was the filing out of the question-
naire which asked for a response from all those present to show
if they were either in favour or against the recommendation be-
ing included in the final report.

There was a positive feel about the meeting and this in turn was
reflected in the questionnaires that were handed back. 75 ques-
tionnaires were returned with 100% in favour of the recommen-
dation. Whilst all the comments have not yet been fully analysed,
there was an overwhelming sense of urgency about the propos-
als and a feeling that we should get on with things now!

The future indeed looks exciting, an opportunity for us to move
forward in new and innovative ways and together reach out and
minister to the greater Alton area in mission and in worship.

Keith Underhill - May 2008.
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Sunday 1st

Sunday 8th

Sunday 15th

Sunday 22nd

Sunday 29th

CHURCH CALENDAR June 2008

Readings: Week 9 in Ordinary Time
9.15am Rev Keith Underhill
10.45am Rev Keith Underhill - Holy Communion
& All Age Worship
6.30 pm Mr Chris Archbold

Readings: Week 10 in Ordinary Time
9.15am Mr ChrisMccalum
10.45am MrsLibby Craggs
6.30 pm Rev Macolm Groom

Readings: Week 11 in Ordinary Time
9.15am Miss Suzie Johnson
10.45am MrsLiz George
6.30 pm Disciple (Own Arrangement)

Readings: Week 12 in Ordinary Time
9.15am Rev Keith Underhill - Holy Communion
10.45am Rev Keith Underhill
6.30 pm Circuit Service at Farnham
No service here

Readings: Week 13 in Ordinary Time

9.15am Rev Jean Simmonds - Church

10.45am Rev Jean Simmonds Anniversary
6.30 pm Rev Keith Underhill - Holy Communion

Items for inclusion in the July/August issue of the ' NEWSLETTER’
should reach the Editor, Nancy Buck, by Sunday 22nd June, at the | at-
est, please. If you are able to put your contribution on disk or Email it
to the office it would be much appreciated.

Church Office

Monday to Thursday 9.30 am - 12 noon
Te 01420 82695
Emall altonmethodist@hotmail.com



